Minutes No.29: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date: 
Wednesday 23rd July 2014

Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 10.00 am.
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Present: Adrian Smith, Mary Green, Dorothy Snaddon, Steve Lewis, Andy Humphries, John Cypher (APNP steering group) Mike Dunphy, Gemma Hawkesford, (BDC)
Simon Hawley, Richard Pitt, Richard Miller (Harris Lamb/Barratt Homes) by invitation for item 2 
Apologies: Tom Thurrell, Linda Allen, Pat Harrison

1. The minutes of the meeting of 25 June were agreed

2. Harris Lamb and Barratts (HL/B) presented proposals for the land between Birmingham road and the M42 (part of area A in our current consultation). They were interested to know if these were in line with the emerging ideas of the steering group. Issues raised included:

Would there be access to any potential development on adjoining site? – yes, this could be allowed for

Could it be staged – possibly

Would there be sustainable drainage – yes

How many houses would it take – about 56 in the current proposal, but not fixed – they could prepare options with different numbers

APNP preference for smaller cheaper houses for young and older people noted

Noise amelioration – could be by “barrier blocks” of houses behind roads/parking by motorway shielding gardens from noise (houses can be well designed to minimise sound)

“Character properties” – all housing should be designed appropriately for this specific area of Alvechurch.

Timescale: APNP bound by timing of BDC Plan and their green belt review. 

Agreed to send HL/B a copy of the results of our consultation

3. BDC report on inspection of Local Plan and its implications: The inspector is satisfied with the Duty to Co-operate elements of the Plan. He wants a review of the housing numbers in the Plan, especially related to possible employment growth in the District. If this means a revision up of figures, this may mean BDC need some more sites to come forward before 2023, which may mean the green belt review being earlier or certain sites being taken out of the green belt by special Council decision. The settlement hierarchy is not likely to be revised (but note it may not hold when Birmingham growth becomes an issue). We queried whether employment growth in Bromsgrove might impact on our plan, for example growth along the M42 corridor, but this was not known yet. BDC have to respond by 1 September.
4. Analysis of presentations 18/19 July: The votes were counted and recorded. There were many individual comments made, and much analysis yet to do.
Mary agreed to write up a full report for the group and a summary for the Village magazine. The latter will be available for HL/B.
5 Next steps: Complete analysis. Go forward on selected areas and look at the implications on education, transport, health, environment, business of this choice. (Approach County re education, and relevant health authorities). Look at other issues of education, transport, health, environment, business for the rest of the parish

Work out implications and draft plan, to go out to consultation.


.The meeting closed at 12.05. Date of next meeting 27 August 2014, 10.00 am
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