Minutes No.30: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date: 
Wednesday 27th August 2014

Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 10.00 am.
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Present: Tom Thurrell, Dorothy Snaddon, Linda Allen, Andy Humphries, Adrian Smith, Mary Green, Gemma Hawkesford. Apologies: John Cypher, Steve Lewis
1. The minutes of the meeting of 23 July were agreed and signed. Any matters arising were on the agenda

2. Analysis of open day consultation leading to policies and site allocations:
The analysis will be published in the Village magazine and at that point will be available on websites (next week)

There was a general discussion on getting the right level of detail in policies. Agreed policies should be kept simple, with backup information available through links, maps etc. Policies should be specific to Alvechurch – otherwise just refer to local of national policies.
Adrian presented a draft section on housing policy, comprising:

Objectives linked to proposed policies
Proposed overarching policy for housing (H1)

Section on land allocation for housing (H1.1-H1.9)

After discussion it was agreed that:

The objective/policy index was a useful document

The overarching housing policy (H1) should probably be omitted or very much reduced as it would be superseded by the site specific policies and may leave us open to speculative development. The other policies are renumbered 1-9
H1. Should include areas A and C and Site 1. It should then include parts of area D as a reserve, but not mention area E or the rest of area D. The order of preference should be shown.
H2. Alter to match the above, include all parts of area A

H3. Review of area C, adjusted to match the above
H4. Include reference to specific policies for each site

H5. Make this a separate policy. Gemma to suggest rephrasing to fit in with green belt review

H6. General statement fine – doesn’t need all the detail (put in link to national criteria)

H7. OK

H8. This is a site specific policy and should appear with those for areas A and C. 
H9. Don’t need all the detail but should include (c). Gemma to check whether affordable housing specifically for older people can be included for H8 & H9
Other policy areas (environment, transport etc) should be linked to the housing policies. Environment and Business drafts were circulated: others still to come.

3. Financial issues
Funding ends on 31 Dec 2014 though we may be able to request another extension

A further tranche becomes available for bids on 1 April 2015.

We can hold over the small amount allocated by the PC to spend Jan-March 2015

Tom’s analysis shows the biggest sum to spend this year is allocated for consultancy.

Agreed to explore consultancy for bringing together our material into a draft plan. Adrian to contact Kirkwells (worked on Chaddesley Corbett) and at least one other, find out rates, and invite to a meeting. Then explore what stage of preparedness of material they want to work on, and negotiate length of project with them.
(The project plan we are working to shows we have completed what we intended up to now, and that Sept-Dec should be drafting policies, then draft plan and SEA)

There is money paid for use of Survey Monkey which has to be used by Jan 2015

4. Next steps

Adrian to circulate Scoping Report. All to check, and then submit if OK

Mary to update Consultation Statement and circulate

Adrian to redraft simplified Housing policies

Others to complete draft policies

The meeting ended at 12.25 
Date of next meetings 24 September, 22 October, 26 November (meeting due 24 December to be reviewed!)
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