Minutes No.31: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date: 
Wednesday 24th September 2014

Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 10.00 am.
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Present: Adrian Smith, Mary Green, Tom Thurrell, Steve Lewis, Dorothy Snaddon, John Cypher, Gemma Hawkesford (BDC), Susan Whitehand (Barnt Green PC)
Apologies: Andy Humphries, Linda Allen, Patrick Riley

1. The minutes of the 27 August meeting were agreed and signed

Under matters arising, Adrian reported that he had contacted Kirkwells to discuss possible consultancy. It was agreed that we meet them as soon as possible to see if we can get started while we have funding. Adrian will contact them again. Gemma said she did not know of a more appropriate consultancy.

2. BDC information: Gemma reported on the current position of the District Plan. As requested by the Inspector they had undertaken a more employment-led calculation of housing numbers, based on growth of economic activity within the district. This in fact led to a reduced forecast of 6,500 rather than 7,000 houses. They had suggested that the Inspector advise on which figure would be more acceptable but he said they must decide. Cabinet were currently considering it.
There may be an issue of 5-year housing supply now the Whitford development had been refused.

There were still no plans to allocate indicative numbers to the larger settlements, but BDC wanted to work with all the parishes on how they would be best distributed. 

There would be no further progress until December and adoption of the Plan continues to be delayed

3. Scoping report:

Gemma had not been able to progress this as she was on leave. BDC haven’t yet published the “SEA Screening Opinion” on their site, which it has to do to be within the regulations. Gemma will follow up
4. Consultation statement

Mary explained that the circulated document was a top-level summary, and each element had further papers behind it. The document aims to show the direction of consultation and how it helps progress the plan.

5. Evidence summary

Steve circulated Linda’s document of reference material. All members are asked to check this and the main evidence base summary document and see if all relevant source material is listed is their sections.

6. Finance and future spends

Tom presented the figures showing spend to date and remaining. We should spend about £3K on consultancy this autumn. We will also ask if we can carry some forward, and will apply for further funds from March.
7. School consultation

Mary agreed to send the report to Julie and ask if they want us to come in again. It is unlikely we can have the major activity Mike suggested as he is otherwise engaged. The plan should take note of the children’s comments about sports facilities. It might be an opportunity to contact the school governors about moiré use of their facilities out of hours.

8. Barnt Green
Susan said they were now looking at 3 possible sites, including one brownfield. They have boundary issues as the settlement of BG is not the same as that of the parish. Work on Fiery Hill site would start before December and they were looking at an equivalent number on their future sites.

The parishes might work together on sheltered housing and medical provision, as well as other non-housing issues
9. Next steps
After much discussion it was decided to work on some of the non-housing policies alongside refining the housing ones discussed last month. More frequent meetings of the core group were agreed. Gemma agreed to look in detail at recent documents especially the draft housing policies. Next meeting will be deciding policies on the local economy.
The meeting ended at 12.10.

Date of next meeting 22 October 2014
A further meeting on the core group to be arranged for early November (housing policies)

Full meeting 26 November

Meeting to be arranged for December (not 24 December!)
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