Minutes No.32: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date: 
Wednesday 22nd October 2014

Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 10.00 am.
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Present: Adrian Smith, Mary Green, John Cypher, Tony Wallis, Andy Humphries, Patrick Riley, Dorothy Snaddon, Gemma Hawkesford, Linda Allen
For part of meeting: Mary Worsfold, Susan Whitehand

Apologies: Tom Thurrell, Steve Lewis

The minutes of the meeting of 24 September were agreed and signed

Matters arising: Mary has sent the report of the school consultation to Julie Baxter. She will invite us to a School Council meeting to report back to the children.

Kirkwell consultants: Adrian has sent all our main information to them and has not heard back yet.
Site 1 (land behind the vet’s):  The Steering Group wished to work out what approach it should take given the McCarthy & Stone proposals. This needs to be separated from what the Parish Council is doing about the proposals. Among the points made were:

The main principles we have always supported were that that land should be used for housing for older people and/or to enhance sporting facilities.  It is uniquely situated for both.
To ensure any development of the cricket clubhouse was available for multi-sport use, a formal agreement would be needed.

The ground was in green belt and proposed developments did not constitute an exception, though development of sporting facilities could be acceptable in green belt

The Steering Group should not consider this proposal as such but should make it clear what its approach to the site was. We would develop this through the “site specific policies” section of the NP. This would include:

· Design principles for any buildings on the site, including heritage concerns

· Environmental and wildlife considerations for the site

· Limitations such as age-related housing

· Impact on the village facilities, transport etc.

Our policies would also form part of public consultation on the plan.

At present, our plan does not include any proposal to release green belt prior to the green belt review.

The next meeting will be used to develop a site specific policy for this site.
Policies for the local economy

Adrian has put John’s original paper into the format we are using for policies.  The group discussed the main page on Policy 2 and agreed it with a minor adjustment of wording. The other sections will be considered at the next meeting. Andy pointed out that farm diversification was missing.

Mary Worsfold: Local Heritage List

Mary W said the draft strategy was almost complete and set out criteria for listing local heritage assets. BDC will take the process to each parish council, starting with Alvechurch, where we have the backing of Jack Hanson’s study. Work should start before Christmas. She explained that local heritage listing was less restrictive than conservation area or listed buildings, but would give some protection against inappropriate development. Local people would be consulted but can’t refuse to be on the list. 

The conservation area may be reviewed in the future but not currently. She confirmed that areas immediately near the conservation area should be considered in this light if there were planning applications. Views and setting were important as well as the actual buildings.

Mary W will send the draft strategy and some useful links.  

Mary G will consider the section in our policies about local heritage assets and use the material we gathered as evidence to complete it, with help from Dorothy. This will be sent to Mary W
Date of next meetings: Tuesday 11 Nov 3.00 at Bordesley Hall (Tony to book) - includes finalising Business policies

Wednesday 26 November 10.00 Hopwood – regular meeting – includes site specific policies for housing

Wednesday 10 December 12.00 venue tba (Adrian)
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