Minutes:
Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood Plan 



Steering Group Meeting No.7

Date:

Thursday June 28th 2012
Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 10 am.

Present: Adrian Smith, Mary Green, John Cypher, Dorothy Snaddon, Mike Dunphy 
Apologies: Andy Humphries, Rick Chima, Linda Allen, Tom Thurrell (steering group) Doreen Springer, Pat and Pat Riley, Pat Harrison, Roger Hollingworth (invitees)

Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of 17 May were agreed and signed

Matters arising, There has been no reply from our letter to DC&LG via Sajid Javed

1. Jubilee Stall 4 June

The full report on the consultation was distributed. It forms a useful basis for the plan and has highlighted some issues for the PC. Mike noted that there were no emerging strong issues, and asked us whether we felt a neighbourhood plan was necessary. For the NP, the group noted:

· Behind the general agreement that the green spaces and village community were important might lie some opposition to further housing

· People didn’t mention housing explicitly much, but perhaps because there wasn’t current pressure on the parish

· There is an undercurrent of people wanting to ensure that development is appropriate, feeling that the existing Design Statement has been overridden

We have some more people who would like to be involved. It was suggested that we keep the steering group to the current numbers, but have occasional meetings of a wider group, during the evening.

2. Discussion with Mike Dunphy on how we stand in relation to BDC’s plan

The Local Plan (Core Strategy) will go to cabinet on 3 October and will be published shortly afterwards for consultation. At present the number of potential new houses allocated in the plan does not required green belt changes in our parish. However, as well as the current numbers, a further 3,000 will be needed in the next phase. This will mean a review of the green belt which could propose significant numbers of new houses for Alvechurch. Our plan needs to be developed alongside the Local Plan with this in mind

In addition there are discussions about Birmingham’s and Redditch’s housing needs, which could add further pressure to release the green belt across Bromsgrove District 

A key issue for us might therefore be the need to understand and explain the function of the green belt rather than a generic concern for all green belt land.  For instance would we be able to find small pockets of green belt within settlements to accommodate new housing, to preserve the space between us and other settlements (and also between the settlements within Alvechurch parish)?

The issue of the environmental quality of green belt land was raised. This is not an issue currently considered when assessing if land should be included in the green belt though we might want to consider it for our parish to help prioritise decisions. 

Mike suggested our way forward might be to have a stronger focus on specific development issues. We need to begin with a thorough scoping of what we have in the parish now (drawing on existing information). We should be asking people specific questions (but not about specific sites). We should be clear about what we need from the plan.

3. Sustainability Appraisal: 

Mike’s view is that we do have to produce one for the NP. Although not specifically mentioned in the regulations, SA is included in the section about “other legal requirements”. Subject to the advice of CPRE, his advice is that we should produce one.

4. Formal application to be a designated neighbourhood area:

 Mike said that BDC had not yet got a method of dealing with this in place. He suggested our PC wrote to BDC, which would trigger them into finding a way to respond.

5. Next open sessions

On Mike’s advice, it was agreed to schedule them for  the autumn, when we will have read the Local Plan. We should also by then have completed an initial scoping exercise so that we can show facts about the current state of the parish in order to get the community to respond to possible changes. 

6. CPRE training 12/13 July

Mike and or Rosemary Williams will attend where possible. He suggested we had a meeting soon afterwards to debrief before we decided on any further action. Adrian will contact the rest about detailed arrangements for the two days when the facilitators get in touch. Members to be asked to bring lunch for the first day: Mary to provide some extra for guests: Adrian to get tea, coffee, milk etc. 

The meeting closed at 11.45

Date of next meeting: provisionally
July 19th 2012   10 am. Hopwood Community Centre






