Minutes No.11: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date:

Thursday October 18th  2012
Venue:
Hopwood community Hall 10 am.
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Present: Adrian Smith, Mary Green, Andy Humphries, Dorothy Snaddon, Linda Allen, Tom Thurrell, Mike Dunphy
Apologies: John Cypher, Rick Chima, Mark Sammons
The minutes of 20 September were agreed. Matters arising: CPRE training 27th & 28th Nov. CPRE will let us know which date, or if it is both.
Feedback from Rowney Green Presentation + Hopwood & Lounge future presentation

Reports have been circulated by Mary (responses to questionnaire) and Adrian (overview). The event was successful. Points to consider: making it easier for people to read background information, and some misunderstanding of issues

Mike questioned the rationale behind the questions. They were based on the baseline research undertaken by members of the group, and on issues raised by the community at previous events.
He suggested a PowerPoint background information display or, where this was not possible, very simple display boards with the key issues. It was agreed that simplification of information was key for future presentations. He advised us not to spend time doing complicated diagrams and graphs of the results of consultation, but to keep all results clearly documented. He suggested a simple sheet with the main questions on which could be given to people to complete and return where there was not opportunity for lengthy discussion (eg at local sports events)

Agreed to continue this round of meetings with the same questions. Next stage might be to identify more clearly what the Plan aims to do, i.e. whether people want us to identify actual development sites or concentrate on more general siting and types of housing; how much outside of housing development is relevant in the Plan. A wider consultation will be needed when the key issues for the Plan are agreed.
The Lounge presentation is 17 November: Hopwood date yet to be fixed. Adrian will convene a workshop meeting to prepare material for The Lounge

BDC updates / advice
Mike gave an update of progress. Our request (and Barnt Green’s) will appear on the website on 26 October and go to Cabinet on 7 November. About a week later it will appear on BDC website, and ours, for a six week consultation period, for anyone to comment on. Support for the Plan will be delegated to officers until we formally submit it. We can submit it without referendum and examination but then it will not have the legal status of a NP.
Mike advised us not to be concerned about the anomaly of data being at ward level and including Beoley. We should in any case consult Beoley and other contiguous PCs in the course of making the Plan

As part of the SA we need to formally consult other statutory agencies eg Natural England, Environment Agency. Mike will advise us when we need to do this.

BDC’s Local Plan is expected to be out for consultation in February (Redditch at the same time), to be submitted in the summer and go for examination in late 2013. It would be adopted in 2014.  The green belt review would follow.

Any housing identified as coming from Redditch would be over and above the BDC numbers, and could be substantial. Preferred location has not yet been decided.
Mike did not think there would be a wholesale move of green belt boundaries (eg to the M42)

SHLAA sites

In answer to queries about SHLAA sites, Mike reminded the group that SHLAA suggested timescales and priorities were not fixed: any site might be brought forward more quickly or not developed. We must decide if we want to suggest specific sites for development or concentrate on principles and priorities. His advice was not to get the community too involved in looking at specific sites unless there were crucial issues about them.

Moving On / maps / diagrams
Mike will get us maps (on a file) for us to print – any level of detail.

As we move on the steps might be:
Statement of consultation done so far

Decide what kind of plan – specific sites/ design-centred/ broader issues and policies, etc. We could also decide whether to write the plan and submit it without referendum, as a supplementary plan to BDC’s but not a formal NP, and then move to making it a formal NP when the green belt review starts and further issues emerge.

Identify the issues the plan will address, and generate options

At this stage the SA kicks in, and more formal consultation.

The meeting closed at 12.15
Date of next meeting: November 15thth 2012   10 am. Hopwood Community Hall

