Agenda No.13: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date:

Thursday December 20th  2012
Venue:
Hopwood community Hall 10 am.
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Attending: Adrian Smith, Mary Green, Linda Allen, Tom Thurrell, Dorothy Snaddon, Patrick Riley, Tim Collard (BDC)
Apologies: Andy Humphries, John Cypher

1.  The Minutes of the meeting on 15 November were agreed and signed. Any matters arising are included in agenda items
2. Next year’s budget: £500 has been agreed for next year’s budget. There is still some remaining from this year’s £250, which we expect to spent by the end of March/
3.  CPRE training: The training event of 27/28 November had been very useful and we made progress, though we are having to wait some time for the report to come back from Gerard. We hope the report will include a summary of where we had got to in the sessions. Gerard is also preparing a scoping report for us. Tim provided a draft of his update of the policy background, which is very helpful. We hope to have further training before this tranche of funding runs out in March.
4. Notification for web site regarding BDC publication of designated area. This has been done and consultation ends on 6 January
5. Lounge drop in event on 17th Nov 2012 . This was a successful event with a good return of completed questionnaires. Answers vary greatly but a significant number are positive about suggested developments. Mary has updated the working document with the results and Adrian has produced a version with graphics. The same questionnaire will be used in the next consultations at Hopwood and Alvechurch (possibly with some special additional questions for Hopwood). After this Mary will write a full report of the consultation so far. Then a more formal questionnaire asking for views on possible policies will be done on the website and on paper through the Village magazine, possibly with a prize incentive to get a wide response.
6.  Article for Village magazine. Mary agreed to write a brief article for the February Village magazine setting out some of the emerging ideas from the consultations, to act as feedback to those who have taken part and encouragement for others to come along. Linda suggested Mary wrote an updating paragraph every month
7. Actions regarding those results to do with land sites. Although the NP us unlikely to specify sites, at the moment due to the Local District plan not being adopted now until 2014.The steering group agreed to look in detail at SHLA and other appropriate sites in order to form a policy on preferences for sites for development. In one or two case, such as the land adjacent to the Meadows/Cricket Club and the land adjacent to the Lewkner Almshouses we may want to look at specific preferred developments. It would also be appropriate to look at possible small-scale development of affordable houses in Hopwood/Rowney Green/Bordesley. 

8. Setting out main principles of Plan. During the training we produced an update of our approach to the plan and its basic principles.  We have not yet got this formally recorded. Once we receive the feedback from Gerard Mary will write these up for our records.
9. Further work on baseline information – health. Tom has had discussions with the practice manager at Alvechurch surgery and attended a meeting on the local CCG. Our position is complicated by our surgery being linked to Birmingham rather than Worcestershire. Our surgery is now unable to take new patients and Barnt Green is unable to take any more people from Alvechurch. Tom will arrange a further meeting with the practice manager after Christmas, to included questions about increasing capacity and about the CCG – members should email any proposed questions to him.

10. Next consultation sessions: Adrian to arrange a morning session in Hopwood on 9 or 16 Feb, and approach the Baptist Church in Alvechurch for a session on a Saturday morning in early March, preceded by some advance work at their coffee morning on the Friday. If the dates are agreed by mid-January they can go in the Village article.
Date of next meeting: 17 January 2013 10 am. Hopwood Community Hall
Meeting ended at 11.40  
