Minutes No.14: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date:

Thursday January 17th 2013
Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 10 am.
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Present: Adrian Smith, Mary Green, John Cypher, Dorothy Snaddon, Linda Allen, Patrick Riley, Tim Collard, Jack Hanson, and Adam Mindykovski. 
Apologies: Andy Humphries, Tom Thurrell
1. The minutes of the meeting of 20 December were agreed.

2. Jack Hanson, and Adam Mindykovski from Worcestershire County Council introduced their pilot project on Worcester villages historic environment resource assessment. Alvechurch is one of two villages in the pilot and the project aims to produce a methodology which can then be used for other villages. It would provide useful information for Neighbourhood Plans by making a holistic assessment of the historic environment of the village. They will carry out consultation within the next few months, using residents’ perceptions in their approach. Issues raised included:
· How this fits in with the Landscape Character assessment done by WCC (it doesn’t but is parallel)

· Why limit it to the village, rather than the whole parish (this was part of the terms of the project, which centres on two specific villages chosen for their contrasting environment. However, the methodology arrived at can be used later for other villages)

· Might there be a consultation overload as it is the same time as our NP consultation (they will liaise with us and make sure it is separate from but complementary to ours)

There was discussion about the area chosen by them, which includes landscape setting as well as the actual village. We suggested this area be broadened out to follow landscape shape rather than a modern road. They were willing to consider this. The landscape setting would then include much of the Parish.

This is a new approach, but a similar study has been done for parishes in the Isle of Wight which can be seen on the AONB website
3. CPRE training 27th & 28th Nov and next opportunity, Gerard is to propose dates for a future session
Response to Gerard’s requests
A draft of the objectives and SWOT analysis was considered in detail and changes suggested. Mary to produce revised document and send to Adrian
Tim provided a Constraints map – Adrian to contact Gerard to see if this is what he wanted. Tim will do further work on his draft of the local policies review and check it with Mike

We have the Relevant Plans and Strategies document and the Sustainability Appraisal framework from Gerard, both of which were accepted

4. Completed baseline documents.  Mary has copies of all the baseline papers, kept for supporting documents for the Plan. Dorothy and Mary have updated theirs. Mary will send copies of the most up to date ones to Adrian for him to send to Gerard. There is no need for others to update unless they have further information.
5. Results & conclusions from RG/Lounge drop- in events and press release on this. Some responses were still trickling in, and Mary will update the report. The article has been slightly amended and will hopefully appear in the February Village. After the next two consultations, this round will be complete and Mary will produce a full report.
6. Land sites- item postponed through lack of time
7. Next presentations. We have been offered 9 or 16 February at the Baptist Church and 2 or 9 March at Hopwood. Adrian to circulate the dates for choice. Adrian suggested updating the questionnaire, but it was agreed that this would make statistical comparisons too difficult, and it would be completely reviewed after this round.
8. Consultation Statement. Mary is keeping all documents and will look at models to see what the Statement will need to look like.
9. Progress on designation of parish for Plan – BDC will respond to the consultation and inform us.

Date of next meeting      21 February 2013 10 am. Hopwood Community Hall
Meeting ended at 12.35  
