Minutes No.16: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date:

Thursday March27th 2013
Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 9.45 am.
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Present: Core steering group members: Adrian Smith, Mary Green. John Cypher, Linda Allen, Tom Thurrell, Dorothy Snaddon
Invited guest: Ann Overs 
Apologies: Andy Humphries
1. The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed

2. Alvechurch Medical Practice and the new Clinical Commissioning Groups

Ann Overs led a discussion about the position of Alvechurch practice. It is anomalous, being half of a practice based in Kings Norton and therefore coming within the South and Central Birmingham CCG, though parishioners live in the area covered by the Redditch and Bromsgrove CCG. There are concerns that we may not be able to access all the services available, and that new arrangements for local authorities to assume responsibility for public health will create a further anomaly,

Ann and Mary Green have both joined the recently formed Patient Participation Group for the practice, which meets in Kings Norton and has most members from there. They have asked that a separate sub-group be also set up in Alvechurch to look at specific issues there. Mary has asked if we can also have separate representation on the advisory group for the CCG, though there is already someone from the practice (Kings Norton branch) on it. About half the practice is based in Alvechurch but it is still seen as secondary to the main branch in Kings Norton.
The anomaly makes it difficult for us to discuss health provision within the Neighbourhood Plan.

John proposed that when the nature of the new system becomes clear he will write to the co-ordinator if the CCGs to ask for more coherence in the boundaries.

Mary and Ann agreed to follow up the issues in the PPGs and report back to the PC.

2. CPRE advice and training
CPRE no longer have funding. Other new bodies have received funding, and will launch the new scheme on 15 April. We will be ready to put in a request immediately. We especially need funding to help with surveys of housing need and a full consultation on our draft plan when ready.

3. Scoping Report

Several members had suggestions for alterations to the report, produced by Gerard Couper and amended by Mary and Adrian. Mary agreed to go through all the suggested amendments, and Adrian to subsequently amend the control document on his computer.

Adrian will ask Yvonne to produce some more paper copies. However, it was agreed that for the future we look at using some of our small budget to purchase printer cartridges for Adrian to produce documents for the NP. Tom will look at ways of making this financially transparent.

If any members not at the meeting have amendments, please send them to Mary.

Adrian advised that the Scoping Report was not a finished document and would need to be amended if new baseline figures became available. These may only mean changes to appendices, but could affect the main baseline material as well
4. Policies, especially land use (main business of the meeting)

Adrian produced a discussion document setting out possible policies to include in the draft Plan. It began with issues raised in community consultation, and continued with examples of possible policies. These centred on housing issues:

· Rural housing exception sites

· Site allocation policy

· Affordable housing

· Preferred sites for development

· Housing densities

· Housing for older people

and moved on to associated infrastructure and services:

· Business and retail

· Employment

· Transport

· Environment and heritage

· Health and well-being

Members agreed to read the document in detail, and further discussion will follow. Adrian agreed to produce some paper copies and send it round electronically for checking by the core members. 
The meeting moved on to consider sites for possible development. It is impossible to be specific when we do not know what the demand for new housing in Alvechurch will be until BDC’s plan is produced. Depending on the future District figures issued for new development, some areas around the edges of Alvechurch village have been suggested as the most logical place if we are allocated some further numbers for future sustainable development. This has been backed up with views coming in from our public consultations. 

SHLAA sites round the village were discussed. All sites would be fully considered against sustainability and other criteria before decisions were made. However, the group came up with a preliminary model which can be used for future discussion:

It was agreed that any development outside these areas would risk extending the village too far and lessening the green belt gap between the settlements. 

There are some potentially very large sites on Barnt Green’s SHLAA which would threaten the gap between Barnt Green and Alvechurch and lead to unacceptable coalescence. It was agreed that our NP should take account of possible cross-border developments in other parishes.

The steering group agreed to invite a representative of BDHT to a future meeting when our policies were further developed.

It was also agreed that an up to date survey of housing need in the Parish is needed, to supplement work on housing needs going on for Bromsgrove. 

The meeting closed at 12.00

Date of next meeting   Thursday 18 April Hopwood Community Centre, 10.00 (provisional)
This will be a meeting of the full steering group including BDC officers and community interests.  





