Minutes No.20: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date:

Wednesday 18th September 2013
Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 10.00 am.

Present: Adrian Smith, Mary Green, Tim Collard, Dorothy Snaddon, Patrick Riley, Linda Allen, Steve Lewis 

Apologies: John Cypher, Andy Humphries, Tom Thurrell, Rick Chima

Steve Lewis was welcomed as a new member of the group

Minutes: The minutes of the June meeting were agreed, and it was noted that all the actions had been carried out.

The aide-memoire of the July meeting (with our consultant Alex Munro) were discussed. Adrian’s amendments were accepted and Mary confirmed she has written a draft consultation statement as well as the summary versions requested. Tim said we could use the Bromsgrove Strategic Housing Market Assessment for our analysis of housing needs, but that they would not be able to do any more local work for us on Parish needs. He also provided information about houses built in Alvechurch from 2006 t0 2013, which were, year by year:
5, 4, 4, 23,  22, 59, 12, with 32 to come (including Willow Brook). This gives a total of 129 with 32 to complete, making 161. Birmingham Road/Old Rectory Lane development will be added later.
Core Objectives: the amendments proposed by Tim/ Mike Dunphy were discussed and accepted. Adrian will amend these in our “plan so far” documents
Changes to permitted development rights: a response was discussed and drafted, for Adrian to submit. In most cases we opposed the changes, as not being appropriate in a village environment where current planning regulations gave some protection from inappropriate change of use.

BDC Draft Local Plan:

This has been approved by cabinet and goes to full Council on 25 September, where there might be some minor changes. The final consultation version goes out for public response 30 September to 11 November. This allows you to make representations on the soundness of the plan on a set proforma, not to make general comments. It will be submitted in December and is expected to be formally adopted in a year’s time. It includes the Redditch expansion into Foxlydiate/Webheath/Brockhill. 
There is sufficient land until 2023 and this does not include any further sites in Alvechurch. After 2023, the DC needs to build another 2,400 houses for which there is no further designated land available. Hence a green belt review will start soon after the Plan is adopted, ready to provide green belt land for houses for the period after 2023. Most of this land will be in and around Bromsgrove town, but it will include the larger settlements (e.g Alvechurch) and can include windfall sites. Mary noted that Roger Hollingworth had informed the PC that there would be a future need to accommodate some Birmingham housing in the north of the district. This is not included in the plan at this stage but would be part of the green belt review.
Finances: An update from Tom shows that we have spent a small proportion of our grant on a day from the consultant and expenses for printing and displays. The majority was earmarked for public consultation and more consultant days.

Moving forward: Adrian tabled a paper giving suggestions. The main points were:

Consulting special groups: businesses; community groups; landowners; education, health etc. This should be done this autumn. Tim stressed that if dealing with landowners it was important to be consistent. 
It was agreed that we could place an advertisement in the Village magazine asking for responses from these groups, and set up a number of points where they could meet us or complete feedback. The ad would have to be done for mid-October to go in the November issue. Dorothy suggested we leaflet the businesses in Bordesley Hall and have a lunchtime session there: agreed to ask Tony Wallis for help on this. We can leaflet the Alvechurch shops and write directly to larger organisations such as the school.

A weekend consultation session: this will aim at attracting a larger participation, and will put the vision and objectives of the Plan before people for their views. 

Further work drafting policies and other elements of the plan will follow

A further questionnaire would then be issued asking for views on the proposals, issued through the Village magazine and on line

The draft Plan will be written, together with sustainability appraisal and all background documents. It will be subject to a further public consultation before submission.
The group agreed to look at the proposed future actions and put some time scales on them for a renewed project plan.
The meeting ended at 11.50

Date of next meeting      Wednesday 16th October 2013
