Minutes No.24: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date:

Wednesday 15th January 2014
Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 10.00 am.
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         Present: Adrian Smith (chair) Mary Green (secretary) Mike Dunphy (BDC), John Cypher, Linda Allen, Patrick Riley

Apologies: Andy Humphries, Steve Lewis, Dorothy Snaddon 
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed. Adrian reported that there was now a link from APC website to the NP website..

The group took the opportunity to discuss progress with Mike Dunphy. Mike said:

Chaddesley Corbett NP was not necessarily a good model to follow as their District Plan predated current legislation and may be reviewed,

A parish housing survey might not be the best approach at the moment as it was not always possible to get useful figures at this level. In making predictions we needed to remember:

· House build over last few years artificially low and “household formation” low. So project use current rates to 2021 but then revert to pre-2008 rates.
· Key factor for us was our contribution to District housing, not parish-based housing need.

Current consultation fine – key point is how we feed back on it –tell people what they’ve said.

South Worcestershire housing figures problem: their DP was employment-led, and the inspectors found that their housing numbers didn’t match their employment growth predictions. BDC involved with checking figures and would have to rewrite if figures indicated a problem with 5-year land supply. Not expected to be such a problem here, as BDC plan not so employment-led because most residents work out-of-district.
Housing: base our plan on a hierarchy of preferred areas for build rather than individual sites and numbers.
Next steps:

We should get current work in progress on to the website and invite comment continually.  

We should start work on the policies and options. Don’t give everything equal priority – concentrate effort on housing and any contentious issues where different options are crucial. Concentrate on truly local issues. Keep brief the things which replicate BDC plan and are not contentious policies. Ensure options can be combined (i.e. A or B or C or a combination of A & C)
Mike will talk to Alex Munro and to BDC about maps.

We should book two whole days in the spring and join Mike and his new officer for an intense practical writing session to produce a draft plan. (New officer coming in April) – can include mapping. By then we should have some draft policies and options.

No more consultation till after draft plan produced – then major consultative event (not questionnaire).

Questionnaire

They are produced and about to go into the Feb Village magazine. Extra copies will be available from PC office. Recommended we employ someone to collate and report on data, quickly. Present prizes and be ready with feedback for Annual Village Meeting. Issue of meeting date: John will contact PC office and get it moved to 14 April. We will use this as a major communication exercise.

Financial position

There is current underspend on the grant. We can ask for an extension – suggested up to end of year though this may not be acceptable. We should try to spend as much as possible by end of March. Tom has a list of probable spending needs but some difficult to do by then. One major spend that could be done quickly is to commission Gerard to complete our SA based on the background work already done. Adrian to contact Gerard, and Tom to sort out how much this would cost.  May do another Village advert in March to keep up momentum. Mike to confirm cost of maps.
Consultation event 18 January 2-5 pm Village Hall

Adrian, Mary, Andy, Tom and Dorothy confirmed, possibly Steve. We should try to stay for the whole afternoon. Remember camera. Format: Info boards, small group discussions, questionnaires

Evidence based projects

Housing and Environment completed in format, Transport and Business ready to format. Awaiting health, community etc. Adrian will send a copy of document so far to Mike and update it with other sections.

Meeting ended at 12.10
Date of next meeting      Wednesday 26 February 2014 (note change to 4thWednesday)
