Minutes No.26: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date:

Wednesday 26th March 2014

Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 10.00 am.
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Present: Adrian Smith (chair) Mary Green (secretary) Tom Thurrell, Linda Allen, John Cypher, Dorothy Snaddon, Steve Lewis, Mike Dunphy (BDC), Gemma Hawkesford (BDC) Julie Baxter (Alvechurch Middle School)

Apologies: Patrick Riley, Andy Humphries

Gemma Hawkesford, new planning officer at BDC, and Julie Baxter, acting deputy head at the school, were welcomed.
1.  Minutes: the minutes of the meeting of 26 February were agreed and signed

2. Middle School: Julie Baxter expressed her enthusiasm for involving her school in the consultation. She suggested we might first meet the School Council consisting of student representatives from each of the 16 classes. We will draft a questionnaire to present to them, with an introduction to the Plan process. They can then take the questionnaire (with any amendments they suggest) back to their classmates. Mike would then help us with an interactive session with a wider group based on “planning for real” techniques, where they can expand on their ideas and analyse the implications of their suggestions. The head of Geography will be involved. Mike will provide maps. We will aim to get the School Council to lead on this further project. 

Adrian presented a draft questionnaire which the group discussed and amended – Adrian to produce a revised version

The first meeting with the School Council and Julie is provisionally arranged for 2.30 on Friday 2 May. 

3. Moving on in SEA process: Adrian produced a matrix of our strategic options with the SEA objectives. Members of the group agreed to complete this and share any issues that came up. We will use this information when we meet for our policies and options writing days in April. Adrian will circulate an electronic version of the paper, including the coding for assessment marks.

4. Evidence base summary: This is almost complete. Mike suggested Linda looked at recent work on health by the County Council. Other information is in the BDC settlement hierarchy background paper, already referenced in the Jobs section. BDC’s website includes info on green spaces and leisure facilities. The “options” section at the end of Adrian’s template will be the options we eventually choose to go with, so will have to be done after our April sessions.
5. Annual Parish Meeting: the group will have a display about the NP and be there to talk to people before the meeting. The slot on the agenda will be for a brief feedback on the questionnaire and drawing of the prize winners.

Mary has reminded the PC office that they will need to arrange about layout and facilities in the school. Adrian will follow this up with them, and also check on progress on analysing the questionnaire, numbers returned etc. If possible we want to have a copy of the report well before the meeting. Adrian will look at using some slides from the report at the meeting.

The meeting is 14 April, at the Middle School, at 7 pm (we hope to be there from 6.30)
6. Finances: Tom presented the financial position, which show a spend of £2386.55 from the budget of £6782. Another update is due to Locality. F&GP are to be requested that the £500 element form the PC should be carried forward along with the grant.
7. Next meetings: on 23 April at 11.00 and 30 April at 9.30. Both meetings are at the District Council offices and will last until 5 pm at the latest, Bring lunch – tea/ coffee available. Mike will prepare an agenda and provide any resources. The aim is to make substantial progress on writing draft policies and options
The meeting ended at 11.45

