Minutes No.33: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date: 
Wednesday 26th November 2014

Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 9.45 am.
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Present: Adrian Smith, Mary Green, John Cypher, Tony Wallis, Pat Riley, Dorothy Snaddon, Tom Thurrell, Gemma Hawkesford: Representatives of Harris Lamb and Barratts. 

Apologies: Linda Allen, Steve Lewis, Andy Humphries

1. The group listened to an update from Harris Lamb and Barratts who are drawing up proposals for land between the north of Alvechurch and the M42. HL & B outlined their plans for three sites within that area.

The steering group pointed out that they were not allocating land in their Plan, simply recommending areas to the District Council for the Green Belt Review (see notes below). They confirmed that this is an area they are considering recommending, and that they would be drawing up criteria for the kind of development they would prefer. This would reflect the District Plan and include an emphasis on smaller houses for young people and older people.
2. Meeting with Kirkwells consultants

There was a brief report on a meeting with Kirkwells on 18 November (notes available). Key points included:

Kirkwells complimented the group on the draft Plan and documents, and thought they could work with us to take it forward. They suggested we clarify throughout that we are not allocating land for development. We are unable to allocate land currently in green belt. What we can do is put forward preferred areas of the parish for when the green belt review happens.

Because of this we may not need an SEA. They recommended we resubmitted our Scoping Report for a view on this

They suggested we work in tandem with the BDC process, meaning we can draft our Plan and adapt it a the final BDC Plan becomes clear.

Subsequent to the meeting Kirkwells have proposed a piece of work to go through and refine our draft Plan and other documents, informing us if anything is missing and making sure the wording is appropriate.

The group agreed to accept this proposal, and ask for Kirkwells to start as soon as possible: Adrian to implement.

3. Changes to documents
Adrian suggested changing the language in the draft Plan to make it clear we are looking at broad areas to the North, Northwest, East, Southeast, South and West of Alvechurch village, and that we are not allocating land. It was not considered necessary to change the consultation statement, which will use our earlier terminology, but we could add a note to it explaining we are only considering broad areas. 

We should not go into detail about numbers of houses or specific sites in areas, though we will identify what kind of housing mix we would prefer. We will include safeguarded land in our descriptions but not identify it separately. 
4. Gemma outlined the process over the next few weeks for the examination of the District Plan. They would then hope to have a response in February enabling them to go forward, but the exact time of this will not be known till the last day of the hearing. There are still issues being raised about the land allocated for Redditch expansion, but Birmingham housing is not included at this stage.
 5. Next steps: at the next meeting we will look at the criteria for housing developments. Adrian will resubmit the Scoping Report. We hope Kirkwells will have progress to report in January.
6. Finance:

Tom reported that we were still underspent on budget in October, but that the work with Kirkwells will bring us nearer to our predicted spend. Adrian proposed spending some money of display materials, paper etc which are needed. We may have to return a small amount of money. Invoices have to go through by 8 December. The group felt we did not need to apply for a bridging grant for January to March (even if we do qualify for it) as there is some PC money to cover any necessary expenditure in that period. However, we should look at applying for a further grant from April 2015 onwards. Our timescale has necessarily changed because of following BDC’s timescale. Tom and Adrian will meet about the report on this year’s grant up to end of December, and application for future grant. 

7. Next meetings 10 December 10.00 and 28 January 10.00, both at Hopwood
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