Minutes No.36: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date: 
February 25th 2015
Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 10.00 am.
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Present: Adrian Smith, Mary Green, Andy Humphries, John Cypher, Dorothy Snaddon, Patrick Riley, Mike Dunphy, Bryn Pryce, Tom Thurrell 
1. The minutes from the last meeting were agreed.

Matters arising:

Mike updated the group on his meeting with Worcestershire Highways, who have as yet not engaged in NPs. Mike will arrange for them to send a liaison person to our April meeting, so we can get them involved before the formal consultation stage. Items to raise with them will be discussed at our March meeting.
Adrian has contacted Jack Hanson as requested, and Mary has passed Mike’s address to the school.

2. Draft NP
Several members suggested areas for clarification. 
The main issue is still how to deal with the green belt. Discussion centred eventually on whether we wanted to promote housing before the green belt review or whether we want to recommend development when the GB review takes place. We decided that we want to shadow the DP and keep development to current ADRs, infill and exceptions for the short term, and plan ahead for where we want development within the GB review.  It was decided that we should change the first Housing Objective to take account of the GB review, and that section 5 should contain a formal policy to state that we will work with Bromsgrove on the GB review. We can then refer to the consultation about where we think development would be more appropriate.
The NP should state that it will be reviewed alongside the timescale of the DP, so that is where the green belt changes would happen.

There was a discussion on the word “affordable”. We should only use it in its technical sense of subsidised housing. There is no formal term for relatively small cheap housing that people might be able to afford! We should keep the terminology to the size and type of housing we want, outside of technically “affordable.”
Mike will look again at the screening to see if we need to do it again, and will check what Gemma did. He thinks we will have to do an SA but it need not be very full. He said it was a useful exercise, creating a narrative to make clear how we get to our conclusions in the plan. He will re-check the SA regulations. 

3. Next steps

Everyone was asked to recommend any amendments to the draft, and send them to Adrian for him to compile. Adrian will allocate each of us a colour. We should focus on getting the wording right.

4. Finance & grants

There is funding available again from Locality. Tom and Adrian will prepare a proposed spending plan and application

It was agreed that a full report, including the financial projection and timescale, should go to the May or June PC. It is important to re-engage the whole PC especially any new members. 

The next meeting is 25 March. The April meeting will be on 29 April (the fifth Wednesday)

