Minutes No.37: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date: 
March 23rd  2015
Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 10.00 am.
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Present: Adrian Smith, Andy Humphries, John Cypher, Dorothy Snaddon, Mike Dunphy, Bryn Pryce, Tom Thurrell 
Apologies: Mary Green, (Pat Riley - attended first thing to deliver paper on Care Home Locations)

Tom Thurrell left to retrieve equipment from home.
1. The minutes from the last meeting were agreed and duly signed
2. Discussion about NP Draft Revisions

Tom Returned…….
Mike and Bryn updated the group on certain specific points within the suggested Draft Plan Version previously sent on to Kirkwells consultants.
It was decided to wait for Kirkwells final Draft NP version before sending more info about it on to BDC.
· Housing policies were touched on and Mike suggested the Steering Group relook at what it is trying to achieve with the NP?

· Specifics 
APNP23:
 suggested to move the list of views to Appendix? Possibly less detailed? To 

eliminate danger of leaving other possible special areas unprotected? 
APNP6:
Is this overly prescriptive?  Alternatively, should we be emphasising mix but 

without the % details included… think we need some advice on this
APNP7: 
should infrastructure policies be elsewhere & the 2 storey mention kept in or  

moved elsewhere (to design perhaps?). Alternatively this could be deleted  

just keeping within the character of the surrounding build in?
· It was questioned: - whether or not DESIGN policies should be in the Housing Section or in the ENVIRONMENT, HERITAGE & DESIGN section?
· There was a General discussion on whether the Plan desires growth immediately or not? Mike suggested that the NP in its current draft is discouraging all significant housing development and just encouraging some development at a later point in time as and when a green belt review is complete?
· It was noted there is no 106 funding for schemes of less than 11 affordable homes

· A separate document, showing future possibilities of a method for Green Belt Review for the delivery of Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood Plan’, was given to the Steering group members to check over and then give e-mail thoughts on in return. This could then be something to work on with BDC for when the Green Belt review is announced.
3. Next Steps

Mike D explained BDC will revisit the Screening Option and check over the Scoping report before a resubmission to the statutory bodies, as NPP guidance had changed slightly? This can be back filled as it has never been presented.
· In the meantime, SG to update evidence base information within the Scoping report.
· Adrian to look through the transport, ‘Getting around Section’ in the Draft NP on; highways issues, policies, village centre management and any other points for discussion with Worcestershire County Council at a proposed visit by one of the County Council officers. Sending a discussion note to WCC in advance of a meeting will help ensure the Highways officer comes from the relevant section.

· Mike to arrange such a WCC highways officer visit for the SG meeting in May? 
It was thought the WCC officer needs to be  appropriate to the level of discussions we’ll be having
4. Finance

The SG approved a proposal for new funding and duly submitted this during early; Tom presented a financial draft spreadsheet totalling £7850, which was submitted for the latest round of Community Funds that have been made available from March 2015.


5. Proposed SEA &SA reports

If the funding application is successful this may help with a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) if they are needed, depending on the outcome of BDC’s resubmission of the Scoping Screening. Gerard Couper has been approached as a SA consultant to help with this if needed.
6. A.O.B. 
Picnic in the Park 3rd May, Neighbourhood Plan Stall. A  Display to encourage community feedback regarding possible Village Centre improvement ideas? 

· SG to think and e-mail back thoughts.; e.g.; 
Green spaces, range and style of shops/frontages / services, landscaping, seating, bike racks, Photographs included …small map of centre etc.?
· It was also suggested to perhaps include a Parish Council presence to go with the NP stall already booked and listed for the May 3rd? (Something to put to AP Councillors?)
· SG to consider approach to recruiting a new Secretary and increasing Panel membership

Date of next Meeting Wednesday 22nd April 2015.

