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Minutes No.38: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date: 
22 April 2015
Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 10.00 am.

Present: John Cypher, Mike Dunphy, Steve Lewis, Par Riley, Adrian Smith (Chair), Dorothy Snaddon, Tom Thurrell, Susan Whitehand
Apologies: Mary Green, Andy Humphries
1. The minutes from the last meeting on 23 March were agreed and signed
2. Discussion about latest draft NP and consultants suggestions
Adrian led a wide ranging discussion during which the following points/issues were raised:

· If the SG has changed  its’ initial approach, then a revised Screening Report needs producing and the plan Objectives and scoping report reviewing and sent on to Mike D for passing on to the statutory bodies.
· The current NP relates and conforms to the 2004 -11 Bromsgrove D.C Plan and as such cannot contain specific mention of allocating sites.

· The current Draft NP will finish at the orange line (on Adrian’s tabled “Section 5: Future Alvechurch”) following that text will be re-written and references to “Appendix D” removed.

· The current NP should contain the phrase “to be reviewed in conjunction with other strategic plans” – mentioning no dates.

· The issue around consulting residents before the main 6 week consultation period for the finalised NP needs resolving.

· Connected with the last point is the need to consult with and obtain the view of the Parish Council.

· Information from Bromsgrove DC relating to housing numbers and the Green Belt Review are not anticipated until late 2015.  NB.The Inspector’s scheduled meeting(s) in late June 2015 are expected to focus on cross boundary housing issues.

· Barnt Green NP Steering Group are looking at the option of delaying further progress on their NP until after further information is available.

· Bromsgrove DC suggest that when the Green Belt review happens (beginning with a suggested methodology distributed for consultation) that was the time for NPs and District Plans to come forward together with Parish Council involvement.

· Bromsgrove see NPs as important because of their “bottom up” approach and that they should have neighbourhood backing.

At the end of this discussion it was agreed/decided that the SG had three options:
(1) Proceed with current NP leaving out any reference to sites, 
(2) Enhance the current NP to included suggested (not allocated) sites or 
(3) Delay further progress and await information regarding housing numbers and the Green Belt review.

It was decided to arrange a Special SG meeting (week beginning 27 April 2105) without Bromsgrove DC participation to decide on the way forward.  Adrian S will circulate possible dates/times via email.
It was also decided that the SG would like Mike D to arrange for a WCC highways officer visit to the SG meeting on 27 May 2015.  Adrian S to email Mike D with details for discussion. 

3. Pic Nic in the park
In view of the discussion and decisions above the SG decided to abandon the idea of a NP stall.  Adrian S will email Louise Mardling asap.
4. Financial Issues – new grant
No reply has yet been received regarding the SG proposal for new funding despite a recent email from Adrian.  Advice from Locality with help on technical support will be offered and be available from June onwards.


5. A.O.B.
There was no other business.
Date of next Meeting - Wednesday 27 May 2015

