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Minutes No.39: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan – Special Steering Group Meeting 

Date: 
28 April 2015

Venue:
Rowney Green Pavilion 02.00 pm.

Present: John Cypher, Andy Humphries, Steve Lewis, Adrian Smith (Chair), Dorothy Snaddon, Tom Thurrell
1. Decision on way forward with APNP
Adrian led a discussion during which the following points/issues were raised:

1. The current version of the APNP has removed ‘Section 5’ which referred to the allocation of housing sites/land - Michael Wellock (Kirkwells) had advised that it was wise to do this.
2. Whilst all recognised the excellent work by Kirkwells (and others within the group) in producing the current document there were conflicting views within the group as to whether a Neighbourhood Plan without addressing land usage was a Neighbourhood Plan. Central Government regulations appeared to be open to interpretation. Some thought that the work done on site identification and consultation with residents should be included within the current plan whilst others thought that it could not.
3.  Connected to ‘point 2’, there were strong differences of opinion as to whether suggested sites should be included or not – within the document, or as an Annex or as an Appendix.
4. The difference between identifying possible sites (land) was separate from allocating numbers of houses and that until the housing numbers from BDC were known all we could undertake was including the suggestion of some community indicated possibly sites/land.

5. The group recognised that and any Green Belt Review could only be undertaken the by Bromsgrove District Council and that it was the responsibility of Alvechurch Parish Council and the NP Steering Group could  to work with BDC when this review was is  undertaken.

6. The APNP is was attempting to represent the views/comments/concerns of the local community not BDCs’ views.

At the end of the discussion the following actions were agreed:

· Andy and Adrian would compose a letter to Ruth Bamford (Chief Planning Officer) BDC seeking her (BDCs) formal level of comfort with the current NP and requesting her views on whether suggested sites (land allocation) should be included or not.  This letter should be copied to Kit Taylor (Portfolio Holder) and the new District Councillors for any additional views.

· The views of the Parish Council would be sought at their next meeting in May.

· All to read the latest version of the NP tabled by Adrian and send him any comments particularly on pages 63-65.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· Through these minutes perhaps Kirkwells could further an alternative conclusion as to how the NP can indicate it wants and needs to be proactive and promote future housing (i.e.  Use of land as is the purpose of NPs) to those areas that were indicated through previous community consultation. This being reliant on further strategic information as and when supplied in the emerging BDC Local Plan through examination results. The question being;-
· The Steering Group knows that even though NPs cannot bring forward a GB review themselves and allocate land within the GB before BDC decides on a GB review, it wants to be able to indicate through the draft plan those areas of land the community sees as most sustainable for future development to be located. This is to give a lead for future land use, and point development to the right places, rather than let developers speculatively apply and win through appeal decisions their own preferred sites. 
· This situation arises due to the frailness of this Parish’s situation with no up-to-date Local District Plan in place and questions being asked about the robustness of BDC’s 5 year supply of land.
John Cypher addition.
The text below draws on the version of the emerging Bromsgrove district plan that was sent to the Planning Inspector in early 2014. I have highlighted some parts especially on  the BDC view  of  how a green belt view will be conducted - It mentions  too that the  potential sites contained in Neighbourhood plans will be considered .  Will we have included any in the NP we put forward?
 John
I understand John’s desire to include sites in our Draft NP, as BDC mention in their emerging Plan ( highlighted section below) they will consider potential sites mentioned in NPs?  Are they suggesting we should include mentioning sites then prior to their GB review?
Michael…

I think we need a way of addressing the  mention of considered sites (BDC) refer to without contravening the regulations?
Adrian.

The Green Belt Review will follow the approach in the settlement hierarchy (BDP2)

for Bromsgrove related growth as follows:

• Significant growth in Bromsgrove Town

• Some growth in large settlements

• Limited opportunities for growth in small settlements
8.230 With Bromsgrove Town having a large variety of services and facilities and also the best access to regular public transport, it is currently thought to be a logical location for the largest proportion of growth. For example, further development consistent with the current expansion sites, and within the confines of the M5 and M42 which is a potential strong defensible long term Green Belt boundary could also provide additional capacity in future years. Some potential sites have already been submitted and assessed as part of the Strategic Housing Land Availability

Assessment process. At this stage it is not considered appropriate to apportion a particular number or percentage of dwellings to tiers within the settlement hierarchy or individual settlements. This is considered to be inflexible and it is more important to focus on identifying the most suitable and sustainable sites for growth. The Council will work with neighbourhoods and consider Green Belt land around all identified settlements in the settlement hierarchy and potential sites identified in Neighbourhood Plans. This may lead to alterations to some settlement boundaries and some village envelopes where suitable sites for development are identified.
It was noted that due to the impending elections (and settling in period) we were unlikely to move forward much before the middle/end of May.

 Date of next Meeting - Wednesday 27 May 2015

