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Minutes No.40: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date: 
27 May 2015
Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 10.00 am.

Present: John Cypher, Mike Dunphy, Steve Lewis, Adrian Smith (Chair), Susan Whitehand
Apologies: Andy Humphries, Tom Thurrell, Dorothy Snaddon
1. The minutes from the last meeting on 22 April were agreed and signed
2. Discussion about latest draft NP and consultants suggestions
Adrian led the discussion during which the following points/issues were raised:

· Members of the SG met on 28 April to discuss possible options for the way forward on the APNP and after debate members decided to seek the views of the wider Parish Council at its meeting on 18 May. The full Parish Council agreed to accept and follow the advice of Kirkwells and omit mention of specific sites but reference further details including community consultation regarding possible sites in associated documents.

· With reference to the last point above, could we see if we can include details around the site consultation process in the final version of the NP? (eg: sites chosen from SHLAA including pros and cons, process steered by SG etc)

· Mention was made of the need to strongly reference the connections between all NP documents when we hold the 6 week public consultation exercise.
· BDC would await the final version of the NP from Kirkwells before setting out any views or concerns they might have.
· The SG would await Kirkwells views on the ‘next steps’ and the final version before drafting a letter to all statutory agencies regarding “Screening” etc.  It was suggested that the SG could update the original letter with details of alterations/changes and the mention that no sites were being included.
· It was thought that the current NP would be covered by the BDC SA and that there was no need for a further SEA – Mike D offered to clarify/confirm this. (did he Adrian??)

· We noted that any feedback etc from BDC on any NP matters might be delayed due to necessary preparatory work for the impending Inspectors visit (23/24 June) and staffing issues – eg: Bryn Pryce leaving).
3. Meeting between APNP Core Group & WCC Highways
Members discussed various issues around the “Getting Around” part of the NP and it was agreed:

· that this issue (and in particular the village centre development plan) would be discussed in detail at the next SG meeting on 24 June

· that Adrian would forward John C’s email regarding suggested areas/issues for discussion to Mike D who will arrange a meeting with WCC Highways Reps and the APNP SG sometime in the week ending Fri 17 July (or was this just “before the week ending Fri 17 July” boss?)
4. New Grant
Members were informed that the SG had obtained a new grant of £7850 but that the SG must use this money before the end of December 2015 or lose it.

5. Other Processes that need finishing
Members noted that we await Kirkwells feedback before we proceed further and that we needed to liaise with the Elections Section of BDC regarding the NP Parish Referendum
6. A.O.B.
Susan W mentioned that having pulled together and drafted the main parts of Barnt Green NP their SG had decided to halt further work until BDC published housing numbers – as with Alvechurch, the bulk of Barnt Green lies within the Green belt.
Date of next Meeting - Wednesday 27 May 2015

