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Minutes No.41: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date: 
22 July 2015
Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 10.00 am.

Present:  Mike Dunphy, Steve Lewis, Adrian Smith (Chair), Tom Thurrell (part meeting), Dorothy Snaddon
Apologies:  John Cypher, Andy Humphries
1. The minutes from the last meeting on 27 May were agreed and signed
2. Updates from Michael Wellock (Kirkwell Consultants)
2.1 Adrian tabled a note detailing Kirkwell’s updates together with a revised version of the APNP (inclusive of suggested updates).

2.2 We agreed that the NP was ‘ready to go’ now and accordingly Adrian will email a final version to Mike for Bromsgrove District Council’s comments, concerns etc.

2.3 Following feedback from BDC we envisage updating the NP before having several copies printed to leave copies in the Library, Parish Office and other appropriate buildings for public comment.  This would be preceded with suitable publicity – eg: an article in “The Village” magazine and two open days at Alvechurch village Hall – possibly in September/October 2015.
2.4 After public feedback the NP Steering Group would submit the NP to BDC for formal consideration by the Planning Inspector.  Mike informed the meeting that due to the possible need for Cabinet approval this might not happen until early in 2016.  Mike agreed to report back to the next meeting of the SG (26 August 2105) with clarification of this issue.  We agreed not to progress the NP further until we received Mike’s feedback.
3. Suggested ways to improve and finalise the Draft APNP
3.1 It was thought that “Section 5” may would need updating dependent upon the level of detail of the new Bromsgrove District Plan – watch this space.

3.2 Adrian undertook to email Mike copies of the Scoping Report, former BDC screening document and any Summary for clarification as to whether we needed to do further work on these documents.

3.3 This former screening document may need amending by BDC as now we are not mentioning land sites in the current Draft Plan: and it may be found that we may not now need to carry out a SEA and Sustainability Assessment as these would be covered by BDC’s assessments in land to be released for future developments.. 

Mike said he would work with his new team to work on’

…The former BDC screening report and re-submitting if needed to statutory bodies
…Checking through the draft Plan for any conflicts etc.
…Finding out about whether the cabinet needs to be involved etc.
4. Planning Inspectors appraisal of Bromsgrove land identified for Redditch urban expansion – implications for APNP
4.1 It was noted that the examination didn’t go well with the Inspector leaving the Councils with two options: withdraw their plans or provide more information.

4.2 BDC had decided to provide more information and, due to the Inspector’s commitments, had 5 weeks to respond.
4.3 We noted that recent edicts from Central Government may ease the situation – Mike offered to email copies of these memos/letters.

5. Village Centre Improvement Plan
5.1 We confirmed that it would be very useful to meet with WCC officers to discuss SG proposals and receive feedback on what was/was not possible.

5.2 Mike offered to arrange for one or more officers to attend a future SG meeting – if possible August or September 2015.
5.3 Mike also offered to forward the SG note (of 24 June 2015) to the appropriate WCC officers and Steve agreed to forward additional comments from Parish Councillors to Mike for information.
6. Finance Issues
We noted that the money was in the bank (£7800) but that we needed to spend it before December 2015 or lose it.  Possible uses included printing NP copies for consultation, display materials and room hire for public meetings.
7. A.O.B.
None.
Date of next Meeting - Wednesday 26 August 2015

