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Minutes No.42: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date: 
26 August 2015
Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 10.00 am.

Present:  John Cypher, Mike Dunphy (BDC), Andy Humphries, Steve Lewis, Adrian Smith (Chair), Tom Thurrell, Helen Smith (BDC), Dorothy Snaddon, Susan Whitehand
Apologies:  None
Helen Smith (Strategic Planning Officer – BDC) was welcomed to her first APNP Steering Group meeting.
1. The minutes from the last meeting on 22 July were agreed and signed
2. Update from BDC on SEA/SA issues etc
Helen talked through the SEA/HRA screening document and the following points emerged:
2.1 BDC have concluded that there is no specific impact on the environment but this needs confirming with the Statutory Consultees (Natural England, Environment Agency and Historic England)..

2.2 The HRA has also been done and a site of nature conservation importance within 20 kilometres has been identified. For NPs a 15k radius is sufficient and as the site mentioned is outside that it is considered the NP will not require a Habitat Regulation Assessment.
2.3 Helen will email all members the latest version of the SEA/HRA for comments from the SG before BDC submit the document to the Statutory Consultees.
2.4 Members to send comments to Helen by Wed 02 September 2015 please.

3. APNP process and indicative timings/legislative hurdles
Helen led the group patiently through the APNP document with the following points emerging:

3.1 Adrian to email Helen our Statement of Basic Conditions and Consultation statement asap.
3.2 Stage 6 of our Progress Plan needs teasing apart to show a clear period of Pre-submission consultation (PSC) – 6 weeks.
3.3 The period of PSC should focus purely on the NP – any consultation on the Village Centre Improvement (VCI) plan should be separate.  
3.4 The PSC is very important and needs planning well in advance.  Andy to produce draft plan of ideas for all to comment on and discuss at SG meeting on 23 Sept 2105.
3.5 In finalising our Statement of Community Involvement reference to the Tettenhall NP (tabled by Helen) might be useful.  Adrian to email this document to Helen.
3.6 Helen mentioned the timetable for the Tettenhall NP and based on this information the APNP will not reach referendum stage until August 2016.  Proposed Progress Plan to be updated.
3.7 Correction p3 “Appoint Independent Examination - description” = “Council” should read “LPA”.

3.8 Mike has circulated the draft APNP to internal officers for comment by 14 Sept 2015.  Helen to email NP with tracked changes prior to discussion at additional SG meeting on 30 Sept 2015 – meeting date subject to confirmation from Mike/Helen.

3.9 Initial comments on APNP include:

· The NP would benefit from clearer maps (BDC to help) and more relevant photographs.
· The map of NP designated area shows the ward area, not the parish area & needs changing
· Policy 3 – duplication of National Housing Policy – tighten wording – “affordable housing”.
· Policy 4 & 5 – make note of the use of Jack Hanson material in the policy.

· Policy 18 – revamp using Tettenhall and Heathfield NPs and line up with evidence base.
· Suggested that all NP Policies include: “Policy Aim”, “Policy details box” & “Justification”.

3.10 Helen introduced a policy table – An exercise to cross reference policies to check for conformity to higher legislation - all to update their relevant sections for discussion at SG meeting on 23 Sept 2015.
4. Village Centre Improvement (VCI) Plan
4.1 .Mike mentioned he was meeting with WCC Highways officers later today and that he would remind them of the request to attend an NP SG to discuss VCI Plan suggestions and issues.
4.2 Following his meeting Mike will inform Adrian as to the likely attendance of WCC Highways at the next SG meeting on 23 September 2015.
4.3 .The VCI Plan was not a policy within the NP as such but we agreed that if the SG could obtain WCC Highways support/buy in we could discuss further how to include it within the NP and strengthen both the NP and the VCI Plan.
4.4 As development was going to happen within Alvechurch parish the village centre needed improving - the focus being on health and safety issues.
4.5 We agreed to hold a public consultation exercise around possible/potential village centre improvements but we need WCC Highways input before we can progress this further.
5. Finance Issues
All to think about uses of available finance – Consultation exercise, SA?

6. A.O.B.
Adrian is away until 28 Sept - SG members to arrange Chair for SG meeting on 23 Sept 2015.
Date of next Meetings - Wed 23 and Wed 30 September 2015 – to be confirmed.

