Minutes No.43: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date: 
23 September 2015
Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 10.00 am.
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Present:  John Cypher, Mike Dunphy (BDC), Karen Hanchett (WCC), Andy Humphries (Chair), Steve Lewis, Dorothy Snaddon
Apologies:  Pat Riley, Adrian Smith, Helen Smith (BDC), Tom Thurrell
1. Elect Chair: Andy Humphries was elected for this meeting and in his new role he warmly welcomed Karen Hanchett from Worcestershire County Council to her first meeting and briefly regaled her with the background to APNP.
2. Minutes from last meeting (26 August): These were agreed and signed.

3. NP Transport elements and Village Centre Improvement Plan (VCIP):

Karen talked through her input to the NP and VCIP and during discussion the following points emerged:
3.1 Karen had emailed WCC colleagues for comments re: VCIP and is awaiting feedback.

3.2 WCC are in the process of producing a “shovel ready” list of improvement projects for selection when/if funding becomes available.

3.3 It was suggested that it would be appropriate (and possibly helpful) to have the VCIP formally included within the NP under its own Policy number – currently it isn’t.

3.4 Depending upon Karen’s availability we agreed to hold the next SG meeting (October) in Alvechurch to allow the SG/Karen time to peruse the village centre.

3.5 Contact with/pressure on our County Councillor may assist with funding issues.

3.6 Karen mentioned her general comments around Policy 14 (no real issues) and Policy 15 (some concerns over what was meant by “Traffic Calming” and the need for speeding and accident data to support requests/proposals).

3.7 We need to clarify terminology within the NP as it became clear that certain wording may mean one thing to WCC/BDC officers and something else to the SG.

3.8 Partially connected to 3.7 was the NP use of the term “integrated public transport” - Karen/Mike thought this phrase not really relevant in a Parish situation.
3.9 Karen mentioned a 20mph policy around schools.  Karen undertook to find and forward this to the SG.  Andy undertook to find out if Alvechurch schools have travel plans. 
4. Update from BDC on Local Plan Examination:
Mike led the discussion during which the following points emerged:

4.1 All Screening letters had been sent to the required bodies/organisations.

4.2 Progress on BDC’s Local Plan was being made and discussions between the Inspector and BDC continue.

4.3 The “homework” A3 documents have been printed but these will be circulated at a future date. All SG members to continue work on this exercise.
4.4 Mention was made of the WCC and BDC tracked changes documents recently sent through and the many comments/changes contained therein.  All SG members to read WCC/BDC comments pertinent to their respective sections of the NP and note separately any comments they may have.  NO alterations, updates or responses to be made to NP until notified please.
4.5 BDC (Mike’s team) are in the process of précising all the tracked changes on the current NP and a further document would follow soon.  Mike to email this as soon as it is available.

4.6 It was suggested that the best way forward would be to hold a further meeting (whole day) with BDC/SG and go through changes/responses in detail to produce a revised document.  Meeting in November to be arranged to undertake this.
4.7 SG members expressed their informal thanks to Mike, Karen and all other officers who had spent time commenting on the APNP.
5. APNP process and timings/legislative hurdles etc:

5.1 We agreed to defer discussion on the Basic Condition statement – and noted that the SG homework task would aid the production of this document.

5.2 We noted Andy’s helpful/useful Pre-Submission Consultation document.  Steve to email document to Mike/Helen.  All to read and send comments to Andy before next SG meeting – 28 October 2015.
5.3 We agreed to defer discussion on the Statement of Community Involvement.
6. Finance Issues
Mike suggested (and all agreed) that a possible use of our funds could be the production of an SA.  We agreed to ask Adrian & Tom to discuss the use of funds for this use – any discussion to include the identification of possible consultants to undertake this task.  All SG members to think on other possible uses of the budget.

7. A.O.B.

John mentioned the proposals for a Combined West Midlands Authority and we noted his email on this subject.  John to email to SG members.
Date of next Meetings - Wed 28 October 2015 (venue to be agreed)

