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Minutes No.45: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date: 
27 January 2016
Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 10.00 am.

Present:  John Cypher, Andy Humphries, Steve Lewis, Adrian Smith (Chair), Helen Smith (BDC), Dorothy Snaddon, Tom Thurrell (agenda item 4)
Apologies:  Mike Dunphy (BDC)
1. Minutes from last meeting (28 October 2015): Agreed and signed.

2. BDC report re: Local Plan and examination:
Helen reported that the Inspector had asked BDC for a narrative explaining how they had filtered possible housing sites down to proposed housing sites (Foxlydiate and Web Heath).  This is available for viewing on BDC’s website.  Consultation is until 16 Feb 2016 and two sessions with the Inspector are planned for mid/late March.  BDC are hoping to get the Local Plan approved asap and they have confirmed that a 5 year housing supply exists.  Discussions with Birmingham as to their housing needs are still the subject of discussions.
3. BDC reply to APNP Housing Policies:
Helen tabled a document detailing tracked changes and during the discussion the following points emerged:

3.1 The aim of her comments is to tighten the wording, remove duplication and repetition and prepare the document for the ‘end users’ – planners, developers and especially the public.
3.2 The NP should contain “Vision”, “Key Aims”, “Policies” (currently in a box) and “Background/Justification”.  “Objectives” should be deleted/removed.
3.3 Any text in current “Objectives” that related to public support for any issue could be included either in the ‘Introduction’ or “Background/Justification”.
3.4 We agreed to rename the “Alvechurch Village Design Statement” to the “Alvechurch Parish Design Statement” – Adrian to send latest version to Helen (all).
3.5 It was suggested that APNP8 is moved to the “Business” section within the NP.
3.6 Mention was made of a BDC Asset Register – Helen to clarify with Mike D of one exists and what’s on it.

3.7 We needed to watch developments around the National Planning Policy Framework as this could change things.
3.8 Adrian to update Housing Section in line with agreed comments.

3.9 Helen suggested the SG look at Heritage & Design next as it most closely links with Housing.
4. Finance Issues
Tom updated the meeting regarding finance - we have £7850 in the bank and have only spent c £108.  We have until 31 March 2016 to spend this money and currently we have a Consultant lined budgeted at £5000 + VAT.  The SG needs to prepare an ‘end of grant report’ and this could possibly be sent together with a request for a further grant for 2016–17.

5. A.O.B.

John mentioned the communications with .Cllr Dent regarding the Village Centre design and the appointment of a new Town Centre Manager in May/June 2016.  We agreed to pick this matter up again once the occupant was in post.
Date of next SG meeting – To be confirmed – how are people fixed for 02 March 2016??

