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Minutes No.49: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date: 
Wed 27 July 2016
Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 09:30 am.

Present: John Cypher, Mike Dunphy (BDC) [item 1], Dorothy Snaddon, Alan Helmore, Adrian Smith (Chair), Helen Smith (BDC) [items 2–5], Dorothy Snaddon, Tom Thurrell [items 1 & 5], Marc Worrall.  
Mark Elliott, Rob Ellis, Richard Miller (Barratts), Sam Silcocks (Harris Lamb) [item 1]
Apologies:  Martin Ball, Andy Humphries + Simon Hawley (Harris Lamb)
1. Barratt’s proposals for Alvechurch etc:

(a) Richard/Rob updated the Steering Group (SG) on progress to date on work on the Birmingham Rd/Old Rectory Rd site – all appears to have gone well including dealing with issues or complaints not of Barratts making. The parking area is expected to be cleared within 4-6 weeks and (at the request of the SG) concrete blocks will be re-installed to deter unlawful site access.  Barratts were commended by the SG on a project well done.
(b) Adrian informed all present of the current state of play regarding progress on the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) and that the SG was hopeful the Bromsgrove District Plan would be adopted before the end of 2016. It was noted that a Green Belt review would then need to be undertaken – no set timescale for its completion as yet.

(c) Richard tabled draft plans for the remaining sites adjacent to the Birmingham Rd/M42 and back of the present Old Rectory Lane development. Various questions were asked and answered.  The SG noted that although Barratts mentioned the size of the site ‘allowed’ a density of c180 dwellings the current proposals had c140/150.  The SG raised a concern regarding the probable impact on the local school and medical facilities, which would need addressing if this proposal were to come to fruition.
After being thanked by the SG for their informative presentations the Barratt’s/Harris Lamb representatives left the meeting. 

2. Minutes from last meeting (26 May 2016):

Following a date correction (item 1) and the deletion of some wording relevant to BDC (item 2) the minutes were agreed and signed.

3. Consultation leaflets:
Following the concerns of some SG members regarding the scale/scope of this “consultation exercise”  Adrian and Helen explained that this was to be seen more as an information giving/resident updating exercise.  It was expected that any feedback received would be noted in the NP evidence documents and the NP only revisited as a result of crucial and/or strategic issues raised. 
Following a detailed discussion the SG agreed that:

(a) Adrian to amend the A5 booklet as discussed and forward to Helen for comments and upgrading by the BDC graphics team before printing/distributing,
(b) SG members to forward comments/suggestions on the A4 website sized  document to Adrian before Fri 05 Aug.
4. NP Progress etc:
Following a wide ranging discussion the SG agreed to the following actions:

a) Helen to review the recently received “Policies for Heritage, Design etc” document and send comments back to Adrian,
b) Adrian to contact Andy regarding the setting up of a series of dates for meetings to progress all outstanding policy areas.  These dates to then be circulated to SG members for attendance availability ASAP.
c) All SG members to think about/suggest ideas for involving other people in the NP process to better spread the workload.
d) Dorothy to suggest improvements to strengthen the ‘natural environment’ part of the NP.

5. Finance Issues:

Tom informed the SG that all outstanding unspent monies had been returned.  We noted that some ring fenced money was still being held for the payment of our Consultant currently working on the NP Sustainability Appraisal.  The SG agreed that it was not pertinent to apply for any further grants until we had a clearer picture of its’ possible use.
6. A.O.B.
No other issues.
Date of next SG meeting – Wed 24 August 2016.

