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Present: Adrian Smith (Chair), Andy Humphries, Dorothy Snaddon (Rowney Green), Linda Allen, Mary Green (notes), Emily Yates (The Lounge), Andy Parker (Baptist Church), Pat & Patrick Riley (Silver Threads)
Apologies:  John Cypher, Rick Chima, Tom Thurrell
1. The minutes of the meeting of 15 March were agreed. All actions had been carried out, but John and Adrian were still waiting for help from BDC with a substantive map.

2. The group discussed the report of a meeting with Mike Dunphy on 17 April. Mike recognised that Alvechurch Parish Council was the appropriate body to compose a plan, but emphasised the need to consult across borders. He also stressed that the plan should be underwritten by a sustainability assessment (SA), and that we may have become too specific in some of our draft documents without an SA to base them on. A full copy of the report is an appendix to these minutes.

The group considered the ambiguity around the necessity and scope of SAs in the new guidelines, and asked the Chair to write a letter to DCLG (via our MP) seeking clarification of where it fits in the legislation. Some websites with guidelines for SAs are available and Mary will send references to the group.
It was agreed that we would have to ensure we had an SA as a key part of the plan, and that we would start the process of documenting what we had done towards one. However, while the process needed to be transparent and community-driven, the steering group should try to absorb some of the bureaucracy involved.
3. Members of the group gave feedback from events following the 15 March meeting with community groups. Pat Riley said Silver Threads would welcome a meeting on issues of specific interest to their elderly members. Andy Parker said the Baptist Church would host a meeting, Dorothy Snaddon said Rowney Green residents would welcome a meeting at the Peace Hall. Emily Yates wanted to run some activities at The Lounge based on young peoples’ views of the future. Dorothy Snaddon also offered a wealth of environmental material collected by the Rowney Green Association. Mary reported that Alvechurch WI had been interested in a meeting but suggested a date too early for us, so we will look at a later date with them.

4. Adrian gave feedback from a small group that met on 29 March to consider the questions for a response booklet, under six topic headings. This was a useful process where we discussed the key questions for Alvechurch Parish arising from our initial public meeting and issues raised in The Village, the Village Society and other local forums.  The draft questionnaire will be kept on file until later, and altered in the light of community involvement and the SA

5. The display sheets which Adrian had drafted for meetings will need to be adjusted in the light of the parallel process of compiling the SA. Following the feedback from the community organisations, it was agreed they should also be simplified and some of the detail removed. Adrian will work on this (see also 8 below)
6. The community involvement sessions will now begin in June/July when we have the materials prepared. The general wish from organisations we have spoken to is to have material and activity customised to them. Basic materials have been identified by the Parish office – flipcharts, boards, post-it notes. We will need a reliable large-scale parish map on which we can begin to mark relevant sites, especially as part of the SA. It was agreed the District and County Councils should be able to provide us with some.
7. With regard to other groups, Andy H agreed to speak to the headteacher of the middle school about specific activities for school pupils. This had been postponed because of the school coach accident. Emily will check which mornings young mothers gather in the café.

8. In the light of this discussion, it was agreed that we should create some simple display material specifically for venues where there may not be a volunteer present to lead discussions. There could be a simple suggestion sheet and a collection box for them. Emily would welcome one at the lounge, and Andy and Dorothy suggested one at the Baptist Hall and Peace Hall. Adrian will follow this up.
9. Details of the Jubilee event will be discussed at the May meeting
10. Adrian has created a simple website (Mary to circulate details) and asked whether the group wished to pay a small amount for a more appropriate website address. It was agreed to do so. Emily suggested that a Facebook Page would work well with younger people, so Adrian will look at this as well.
Date of next meeting: Thursday 17 May, 10.00 at Hopwood Community Hall

The meeting closed at 11.35

Appendix 1

Website addresses mentioned in the meeting:
Do-it-yourself sustainability assessment

http://www.levett-therivel.co.uk/DIYSA.pdf
Website for APNP 
www.alvechurchparishplan.org 

Sustainability Scoping Report, for the Thame Town Council's Neighbourhood Plan
http://www.thametowncouncil.gov.uk/images/stories/pdfdownloads/sascopingreport10.01.12.pdf
Appendix 2

Notes from meeting with Mike Dunphy: see separate sheet,
