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Minutes No.51: Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood 

Plan Steering Group Meeting 

Date: 
Wed 28 September 2016
Venue:
Hopwood Community Hall 10:00 am.

Present: John Cypher, Peter Freeman, Alan Helmore, Andy Humphries, Steve Lewis, Helen Smith (BDC), Dorothy Snaddon, Marc Worrall (Chair)
Apologies:  Adrian Smith
1. Minutes from last meeting (24 August 2016):

With one small alteration these were agreed and signed.  Any matters arising are included in the relevant agenda item below.
2. Bromsgrove DC Plan:
Helen reported that the consultation period regarding the Bromsgrove District Plan had closed and the comments forwarded to the Inspector who will now prepare his final report.
3. APNP Policy updates:
Housing:  Helen had fed her latest comments back to Adrian.  The ‘Policies’ are OK but the introduction/justification needs tightening up/reducing.  Adrian to incorporate Helen’s comments and SG to agree final version at a Small Sub Group (SSG) meeting.
Heritage, Design & Natural Environment:  Dorothy has completed amendments and forwarded to Adrian.  Adrian to incorporate and send to Helen for final comments.
Dorothy has produced a route around Alvechurch that highlights identified open views etc.  Dorothy to email route to SG members.  SG members to drive route and bring comments to next SG meeting (26 October).
The SG agreed the need to draw up a table of Heritage Assets and Community Assets.  Andy/Dorothy/Adrian to identify current list and enhance to produce final version.

Leisure, Well-being & Health: Marc, Peter & Alan had recently met to discuss filling out this section.  It was agreed that the next SSG meeting (12 October) would be used (in part) to help progress this area.  Helen mentioned the use of other adopted/agreed NPs and that she would see what she could dig out that might be helpful.  SSG and Helen to action.
Local Business, Shops & Services:  Adrian had recently sent the latest draft (incorporating John’s revisions) to Helen for her comments.  Helen to progress.  Mention was made of the need to involve the new BDC Town Centre Manager.  Andy to email BDC (TCM).
Getting Around:  Andy had amended the latest draft and forwarded it to Adrian who had sent it to Helen (and Worcester CC Highways) for comment.  Their comments have just been received.  Andy queried if his latest amendments were incorporated in the version sent to Helen.  Andy to check version sent and to assimilate general points made by Helen & WCC Highways and SG to discuss/agree at further SSG meeting.  Helen mentioned that WCC Highways were available for further comment/clarification if needed. 
The SG agreed a general practice of all Policy Authors being responsible for updating their specific policy section but then the SG was responsible for ‘signing off’ the final version.

4. Consultation leaflets:

We noted that the vast majority of residents should now have received a leaflet and that after a stock take of remaining leaflets they would be delivered to ‘businesses’, identified pick up sites (eg: schools, library etc.) and any residential properties not included in first wave of deliveries.  Marc to action.
We noted that, despite some initial concerns, the production and distribution of this leaflet was seen as a very successful and useful exercise.
5. Publicity/press releases etc:

We agreed the need to publicise the leaflet and ask residents if they had received/seen a copy and for their comments.  An article/letter for a range of sources (Facebook, The Village, Grapevine etc) would be drafted for the SG to approve.  Andy to action.
We noted that comments were being made on AVS Facebook site regarding possible village centre changes and agreed that all such comments (not just those generated by the SG consultation) should be included within the evidence base documentation.  
6. Finance:

Nothing to note.
7. Plan Review: 

We agreed that the timetable to allow a Pre-Submission Consultation in Jan/Feb 2017 was very tight – all documentation would need to be ready by then.  We agreed that SG members would read and note any comments on the current timetable (eg: what happened to 2015?) prior to the next SG meeting on 26 October.  SG members to action.
We noted that currently all documentation is in one location and that for safety/back-up and state of play reasons there should be more copies.  SG to action.
8. A.O.B.
The next meeting of the SSG (12 October - 15:00 to 17:00) is to tidy up outstanding policy areas (already discussed) and to discuss Leisure, Well-being & Health in detail.  We agreed the need for more SSG meetings.  Marc to email possible options (Wed pm preferred).
The issue of “designating more green spaces” was raised – Helen offered to find some relevant information.  Helen to action.
Date of next SG meeting – Wed 26 October 2016

