Minutes:
Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood Plan 



Steering Group Meeting No.6

Date:

Thursday May 17th 2012
Venue:
Hopwood community Hall 10 am.

Present: [image: image1.jpg]Alvechurch Parish

neighbourhood plan



  A Smith, A Humphries, D Snaddon, J Cypher, L Allen, M Green, R Chima, T Thurrell, Rosemary Williams (BDC)
Apologies: Pat & Pat Riley. Retrospective apologies were received from Roger Hollingworth who had mistaken the time of the meeting, and Emily Yates who was stuck at The Lounge
Rosemary Williams, planning officer from BDC was welcomed. The agenda item on Sustainability Appraisal was brought forward so she could speak on it

1. Sustainability Appraisal (SA)
Adrian reminded members that we were still unsure of whether, and in what depth, we needed to do an SA to accompany our NP. Members have received documents about this which are contradictory. Rosemary said:
· BDC has an ongoing SA which is extensive, and may cover our parish. There will be a summary of it in the Core Strategy (CS) and it is available on their website. We could extract Alvechurch issues from this.

· However, she understood that Neighbourhood Plans needed to be supported by their own SA but in view of the uncertainty raised by the PC she will seek further confirmation.

· There is requirement that a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) be carried out in compliance with European Directives. However the requirements for SEA are an integral part of the SA process. Adrian thought that if the NP were to fall under EIA Regulations; (Environmental Impact Assessment Directive Regulations) an EIA would be required but Rosemary thought this applied to developers submitting major planning applications.
· When making our NP, we were right to start off with community engagement, and develop our vision through working groups. Our SA then needed to cover the proposals the vision generated, as well as other options including doing nothing.

In the following discussion, she said

· Everything we proposed should be “in conformity with strategic policies of the Core Strategy” but we could propose more development. We should look at all categories of the SHLAA  to identify potential developments even in those areas which appeared not to be priority

· The CS will be published for consultation in September, at which time Ruth Bamford has offered to visit PCs. The Examination in Public could be in the summer of 2013 with adoption at the end of 2013. A new Local Development Scheme (LDS) will be published this summer setting out the proposed timescales.
· Our plan should pay attention to development on the borders of adjacent parishes

· Following a question about whether a forum of parishes preparing NPs should be formed, with BDC presence, she did not think there was much call for this as Neighbourhood Plans should be specific to each area. Hagley appeared to be the only other parish that she believed may be preparing a neighbourhood plan at present.

· Following a question about what training members of the planning committee were receiving in the new requirements, and whether they should attend parish meetings, she agreed to take this back to them.

The Dawlish plan, adopted by Teignmouth DC, which didn’t have an SA, was not a formal NP but a new version of the old non-statutory parish plan

Adrian informed the group that he has written to Sajid Javid about the lack of clear guidance from the DC&LG about SAs, and to CPRE requesting the assistance they offered for parishes preparing NPs. 

2. The minutes of the meeting of 19 April were agreed. Matters arising were all dealt with in the agenda.
3. Jubilee Stall 4 June

The stall will have three maps, with “what do you like, what don’t you like, what improvements would you like” headings. The public will be invited to write on post-it notes and stick them on. (If too many they will be put into box to make space for more). There will be hand-outs to take away and potential volunteers can sign up. Person staffing stall will talk about nature of plan, make any notes in book and try to sign up volunteers.
Materials

Rosemary agreed to provide us with parish maps: 2x A0 and 6 x A1 general maps and 2 proposal maps

Adrian agreed to produce handouts based on his display material, thinned down to a simpler version, and.  headings for the notice boards They will include a prominent website address. He will also bring the necessary tools

Tables can come from Hopwood CC and other materials from Rowney Green.

Tom offered some transparent corrugated material. We will need the following:

Crepe paper to cover tables (red, white, blue)

Post-it notes (red/white/blue if possible)

Box for slips

Sellotape and pens 

Notebook for contacts and comments

Yvonne’s gazebo

Arrangements

Adrian: To approach Ron Rand via Yvonne and request his help with transport to take them to the site on Monday morning, about 8 am and remove them at 6 pm.

John: To make sure Yvonne’s gazebo is available, and collects it plus other items from Parish office.
Friday June 1st   10 am Last minute meeting at Hopwood Community Hall to finalise tasks, equipment etc.  

Monday 4th June.   

· Note - Cars must be out of Meadow Lane by 10 am.

· Adrian will be around early morning at Meadows helping with AVS stall as well.
· 9 am: Andy, Tom and John. To set up delivered equipment along with anyone else who wants to help

· 10 am: Other helpers should be there by this time

· 11 am: Stall needs to be completed and Meadows will be opened to the public. 
· Official opening at 12 noon by Joanne Malin. 

Stall will be staffed; 11-1 by Adrian/John/Andy, 12-1 by Dorothy, 2-3 Linda, 3-4 Mary: 5pm or before everyone to help take it down.

NB. Any one of the Steering Committee or other councillors is most welcome to join in and help during the day.

4. Future consultation events
Adrian has visited Hopwood WI and given a briefing on the NP. Tom agreed to provide a list of attendees for our records
Dorothy suggested that Rowney Green Peace Hall would be best used on a Friday evening 6-9: date to be agreed at next meeting
Andy has established a contact, Julie Baxter, at the Middle School

It was agreed that we should hold open events at Hopwood and Alvechurch precinct, and one for young people in the Lounge: dates to be considered at the next meeting.

The meeting ended at 12.10 pm  
Date of next meeting: 21st June 2012, 10 am, Hopwood CC
