Minutes:
Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood Plan 


Steering Group Meeting No.9

Date:

Thursday August 16th 2012
Venue:
Hopwood community Hall 10 am.
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Present: Adrian Smith, Mary Green, Andy Humphries, Tom Thurrell, John Cypher, Dorothy Snaddon 

Apologies: Linda Allen, Rick Chima, Mike Dunphy, Rosemary Williams
1. The minutes of the July meeting were accepted and signed

2. Training event
The group agreed that the training provided through CPRE had been very useful. We had not yet had any response to the “homework” submitted to the trainer, nor news of any opportunities to access the further funding that has been made available to CPRE.
3. Gantt chart – progress with plan
It was agreed that the chart should be used to log main events, both achieved and planned, but that we would not necessarily attempt to complete every item. The group will follow the similar but simplified NP process in the Levett Thurivel document. Mary agreed to amend the chart to reflect the fact that our timescale will be somewhat later, and to update it periodically as a means of checking progress.

The group agreed that we have covered most of the activities in the “Getting started” and “getting organised” steps, and could now proceed to the “preparing an evidence base” step.

4. Finalise project brief

The group discussed Adrian’s amendments and additions to the project brief compiled by Mary as part of the follow-up to the training event. All the amendments were accepted. Mary agreed to produce a final version, which will accompany these minutes. It may be further amended if so advised by the trainer/ consultant.
5. Evidence gathering

The next task to be undertaken is the production of baseline information, to be used in consultative events and as a basis for the sustainability appraisal. Some of it is available from WCC statistics, which John agreed to circulate. Other background will be available in the Draft Core Strategy. Information will be collected as follows: 

Housing – Adrian

Health – Tom

Business – John

Countryside – Mary

Heritage - Dorothy.

Transport – Andy

Members agreed to get some baseline information by the next meeting. After the next round of consultations, it is hoped to involve more of the community in further evidence-gathering to help determine priorities and policies.

6. Further consultation

It was agreed to proceed with the ward meetings to involve the community. Dorothy agreed to ask the Peace Hall for a venue on 12 October.  Adrian will find dates at Alvechurch Village Hall and Hopwood in October. At the next meeting we will agree on the presentation and activities.
7. Other business
The group noted that a response had been received from Mike Dunphy to our letter of formal application to become a neighbourhood planning area. However, it did not appear that BDC will respond formally or publish our request on their website for an unspecified time. John agreed to ask the Clerk to write for clarification on the timescale for the statutory process to be followed.

It was agreed that we would find it useful to communicate with parish councils in other parts of Worcestershire where these processes had already gone ahead and the PCs were progressing with their plans. John agreed to find out the suitable contacts.

It was noted that the Local Plan from BDC had been further delayed, now expected in spring 2013. This was linked with possible requests from Redditch and Birmingham for extra housing in our district. The group will continue with the plan making process but recognise that we will need to proceed cautiously until the Local Plan is published.

The group discussed the inclusion of interested community members in these steering group meetings. It was agreed that, while at times it was preferable for the core group to meet to deal with procedural details, they should generally be invited.  They will be invited to next month’s meeting where they can play a useful role,

Date of next meeting: September 20th 2012, 10 am, Hopwood Community Hall
Meeting ended t 12.10
