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Alvechurch Parish Neighbourhood Plan   -  



Notes on meeting on 17th April 2012  10am APC office.
Present:
Mike Dunphy, Bromsgrove DC


Adrian Smith



John Cypher



Tom Thurrell



Linda Allen

Purpose of the meeting:

Supplementary meeting with few members of the steering group to review with BDC the work that had been undertaken to date, discuss the way forward and how the steering group and the district council (the local planning authority) could work together to achieve a supported and adopted neighbourhood plan.

MD’s comments:

Feels we have gone too far too fast.  MD drew our attention to the importance of doing a sustainability assessment (SA) and suggested that this should be our starting point.  BDC have one on their website which may be useful for us.

On a few occasions he underlined the importance of working to a SA and having regard to any aspects that involved EU legislation.  MD circulated a copy of DIY – Sustainability Assessment for Neighbourhood Plans (August 2011) by URS Scott Wilson /Levett-Therivel.  (http://www.levett-therivel.co.uk/DIYSA.pdf)    
Although we have been basing a lot of work on the other NPs that are the front runners, they have been produced largely prior to the publication of the latest planning guidance and NNPF we need to be mindful of this.

Also, we need to show how we have taken SA into account against basis of important points of new regulations.  We need to show evidence of what we considered and why.  Population figures, growth etc.  Again a lot of this information can be gained from BDC or WCC websites.  
We will need to document everything we took into account.  Refer to these documents in the evidence and how it fits with current regulations.  These also have to be set in context of the “bigger picture”.   May need to make reference to the Redditch expansion (and RSS) and some assumptions could be challenged.  Hopefully the core strategy will be in place by then. 
The regulations for the referendum are not yet clear as to who will be responsible for carrying out same and when.  The importance of ensuring that the plan was supported by the community was emphasised so that a referendum would get a positive result. 
Regarding our set questionnaires, MD felt they were preordained and a little too specific.  We will need to evidence why we chose those questions.  Suggests we look at BDC Issues and Options to see how they did it.  MD also felt these had been produced too early and did not recommend that we use them in the initial consultation with local residents/organisations.  Need to be more community led.

Likewise, the themed groups.  Suggests that the groups and their make-up be left open for community discussion and joint decisions.
Referring to the plan layout, DM suggests that at this stage, we don’t get fixed on policies – we need the evidence on what is to be included.  The SHLAA needs to fit under the NP.  Again, lots of info on Bromsgrove’s site we can use.  Look at need – then look at what land could be available.  Greenbelt issues are always contentious.  Any sites suggested have to be deliverable and we need to ensure that any schemes are achievable.

 The parish as an area is suitable but bear in mind that things may change in the future.  Have regard for what Redditch is doing.
Consultations are important.  Appendix I has a list of statutory consultees and also there will need to be evidence of how we consulted other local organisations.

BDC:

BDC has a resource gap as their current push is to get the core strategy progressed and adopted.  MD is happy to receive copies of our steering group minutes and could send an officer when time allows.

MD felt it would be particularly useful for us to have a BDC planning officer at our consultation meetings – and which we would like.
Currently there is no approved system within BDC for dealing with neighbourhood plans applications.  The options are: 

a)
Committee will have to approve all plans

b)
Could be dealt with by delegated powers to officers 
MD will keep up advised.  
BDC are continuing with the core strategy and hoping to publish by end of this year for submission in Dec/Jan.  Examination could be this time next year if resources etc permit.

Useful information on web – 

Design Council



Bromsgrove DC



Worcestershire CC


Planning ......can’t remember the rest
Overall, although he advised that we need to make amendments to our process and timetable, a very useful meeting that should put us on a more robust course to achieve a neighbourhood plan supported by the community.
La/17.4.2012
